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Queensland’s
Finest

The Victoria Cross (VC) is a rare award, given when the nation
is at war, facing peril or a great test of national commitment.

The highest form of recognition that can be bestowed on a
serviceman or woman for remarkable and unselfish courage in
the service of others. It upholds the human virtues of courage,
devotion, sacrifice, and compassion. There is no greater single
honour, award, or accolade, the entire nation draws pride and
inspiration from these brave men.

Five Queenslanders have been recognised as individuals who,
by their extraordinary deeds of bravery, and sometimes at the
sacrifice of their own lives, have provided leadership and example

to all around them and beyond.

Lance Corporal John Carroll

\'[o
Date of birth: August 16, 1891
Place of birth: Brisbane, QLD

Jack Carroll was born in Brisbane but
grew up in Western Australia and worked

around Kalgoorlie and nearby Karrawang. 6‘

In 1916 he joined the AlF's 44th Battalion,
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but soon transferred to the 33rd. Messines
was the battalion's first big action.

Over the period of June 7-10, during the
battle at St Yves (near Messines), Carroll
was outstanding: he rushed an enemy
trench and killed four Germans; assisted a
soldier in distress and killed another
German; attacked a machine-gun team,
killing three men and capturing the gun;
then extracted comrades buried in a shell
hole while under heavy fire. His citation
declared: "his magnificent example of
gallantry and devotion to duty inspired all
ranks in his battalion".

Carroll was a casual and happy-go-lucky
man, known by his mates as "the wild
Irishman”. He was wounded a month later
and again, severely this time, on October
12, 1917. Returned to Australia, he
resumed work as a labourer and
railwayman. In 1927 he had his foot
amputated in a work accident.

Carroll was awarded the vc, war service
medals, and coronation medals for King
George VI and Queen Elizabeth II.

His citation in the July 31, 1917 London
Gazette read:

For most conspicuous bravery.

During an attack, immediately the
barrage lifted, Pte. John Carroll
rushed the enemy's trench and
bayoneted four of the enemy.

He then noticed a comrade in
difficulties, and at once proceeded to
his comrade's assistance and killed
one of the enemy. He continued
working ahead with great
determination until he came across a
machine gun and team of four men in
a shell-hole.

Single-handed he attacked the
entire team, killing three of the men
and capturing the gun.

Later on two of his comrades were
buried by a shell, and, in spite of very
heavy shelling and machine gun fire,
he managed to extricate them.

During the 96 hours the battalion
was in the line Pte. Carroll displayed
most wonderful courage and
fearlessness.

His magnificent example of
gallantry and devotion to duty
inspired all ranks in his battalion. 9 9



Private Henry Dalziel vc
Date of birth: February 18, 1893
Place of birth: Irvinebank, QLD

Harry Dalziel, from Queensland, received
the second of two v¢'s awarded for the
battle of Hamel. During the action on July

4, 1918 he advanced with a Lewis gun
section before making a single-handed
attack on a strong enemy machine-gun
post, capturing the gun and its entire
crew. Then, ignoring heavy enemy fire, he
collected ammunition and reloaded
magazines until he was severely
wounded. After the war, although
troubled by his injuries, he served in the
militia and was also a songwriter.

His citation in the 16 August, 1918 London
Gazette read:

% For most conspicuous bravery and
devotion to duty when in action with
a Lewis gun section.

His company met with determined
resistance from a strong point which
was strongly garrisoned, manned by
numerous machine guns, and
undamaged by our artillery fire, was
also protected by strong wire
entanglements. A heavy
concentration of machinegun fire
caused many casualties, and held up
our advance.

His Lewis gun having come into
action and silenced enemy guns in
one direction, an enemy gun opened
fire from another direction. Private
Dalziel dashed at it, and with his
revolver killed or captured the entire
crew and gun, and allowed our
acdvance to continue, He was severely
wounded in the hand, but carried on
and took part in the capture of the
final objective.

He twice went over open ground
under heavy enemy artillery and
machine-gun fire to secure
ammunition, and though suffering
from consiclerable loss of blood, he
filled magazines and served his gun
until severely wounded through the
head.

His magnificent bravery and
devotion to duty was an inspiring
example to all his comrades, and his
dash and unselfish courage at a most
critical time undoubtedly saved many
lives and turned what would have
been a severe check into a splendid
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Lieutenant Edgar Thomas

Towner VC MC

Date of hirth: April 19, 1890
Place of birth: Glencoe station,
near Blackall, QLD

Edgar Towner enlisted in 1915 and soon
established himself as an outstanding
soldier. Fighting in France, in the 2nd
Australian Machine Gun Battalion, he was
commissioned, won the Military Cross (MC)
and was twice Mentioned in Despatches
before receiving the vc for the attack on
Mont St Quentin, on September 1, 1918. In
the battle, constantly under fire, he
undertook dangerous reconnaissance and
bravely led his machine-gunners. At one
point he personally captured a machine-
gun and turned it on the enemy. After 30
hours' fighting he was evacuated,
wounded and exhausted.

After the war Towner returned to rural
Queensland, but served again in the
Second World War. A pastoralist at home
in the bush, he was a life-long bachelor.

His citation in the December 13, 1918
London Gazette read:

© D For most conspicuous bravery,
initiative and devotion to duty on 1st

September, 1918, in the attack on
Mont St. Quentin, near Peronne, when
in charge of four Vickers guns. During
the early stages of the advance he
located and captured, single-handed,
an enemy machine-gun which was
causing casualties, and by turning it
on the eneiny inflicted sever losses.

Subsequently, by the skilful, tactical
handling of his guns, he cut off and
captured twenty-five of the enemy.

Later, by fearless reconnaissance
under heavy fire, and by the energy,
foresight and promptitude with which
he brought fire to bear on various
enemy groups, he gave valuable
support to the infantry advance,

Again, when short of ammunition,
he secured an enemy machine-gun,
which lie mounted and fired in full
view of the enemy, causing the enemy
to retire further, and enabling our
infantry to advance. Under intense
fire, although wounded, he
maintained the fire of this gun at a
very critical period.

During the following night he
steadied and gave valuable suppori

to a small detached post, and by his
coolness and cheerfulness inspirited
the men in a great degree,

Throughout the night he kept close
watch by personal reconnaissance on
the enemy movements, and was
evacuated exhausted thirty hours
after being wounded.

The valour and resourcefulness of
Lt. Towner undoubtedly saved a very
critical situation, and contributed
largely to the success of the attack.
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Corporal John Alexander

French vc

Date of birth: July 15, 1914
Place of birth: Crows Nest, near
Toowoomba, QLD

John French was typical of many single
young men who had enlisted early in the
war. He went on to serve in Britain, Egypt,
and Libya. By the time that he was sent to

Papua with the 2/9th Battalion, in August
1942, he was an experienced infantry non-
commissioned officer.

In early September French’s company
came across Japanese positions near
Goroni and was held up by intense fire
from three machine-gun posts. Ordering
his own section to take cover, French
successfully assaulted two positions with
grenades. He then attacked the third with
a sub-machine gun but finally fell dead in
front of the enemy gun pit. He is buried in
the Port Moresby (Bomana) War Cemetery.

His citation in the January 12, 1943
London Gazette read:

= At Milne Bay on the afternoon of
the 4th, September, 1942, a company
of an Australian Infantry Battalion
attacked the Japanese position East
of the Buna Mission where it
encountered terrific rifle and
machine-gun fire.

The advance of the section of which
Corporal French was in command was

held up by the fire from three enemy
machine-gun posts, whereupon
Corporal French, ordering his section
to take cover, advanced and silenced
one of the posts with grenades. He
returned to his section for more
grenades and again advanced and
silenced the second post.

Armed with a Thompson sub-
machine gun, he then attacked the
third post, firing from the hip as he
went forward. He was seen %o be
badly hit by the fire from this post,
but he continued to advance. The
enemy gun then ceased fo fire and his
section pushed on to find that all
members of the three enemy gun
crews had been killed and that
Corporal French had died in front of
the third gun pit.

By his cool courage and disregard of
his own personal safety, this non-
commissioned officer saved the
members of his section from heavy
casualties and was responsible for the
successtul conclusion of the attack

Warrant Officer Class 2

Keith Payne vc
Date of birth: August 30, 1933
Place of birth: ingham, QLD

Keith Payne was born at Ingham,
Queensland, on August 30, 1933. He
attended Ingham State School and later
became an apprentice cabinet-maker.
Unsatisfied with working as a tradesman,
Payne joined the army in August 1951 and
was posted to the st Battalion, Royal
Australian Regiment in September the
following year.

Payne served with his unit in Korea
between April 1952 and March 1953. He
married Florence Plaw, a member of the
Women's Royal Australian Army Corps, in
December 1954, was promoted to corporal
the following year and returned to
operational duties when he joined the 3rd
Battalion in February 1960. Payne served in
Malaya with this unit and in 1965, now a
sergeant, he joined the 5th Battalion. In
June 1965, by now a Company Sergeant-
Major, Payne was posted as an instructor
to the Officer Training Unit at Scheyville,
NSW, In February 1967 he joined the 2nd
Pacific Islands Regiment in Papua New
Guinea and remained there until March
1968 when he returned to Brisbane. On 24
February 1969 he was appointed to the
Australian Army Training Team in Vietnam.

In May that year he was commanding
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the 212th Company of the 1st Mobile
Strike Force Battalion when it was
attacked by a strong North Vietnamese
force. His company was isolated and,
surrounded on three sides, Payne's
Vietnamese troops began to fall back.
Payne, by now wounded in the hands and
arms and under heavy fire, covered the
withdrawal before organising his troops
into a defensive perimeter. He then spent
three hours scouring the scene of the day's
fight for isolated and wounded soldiers,
all the while evading the enemy who kept
up regular fire. He found some forty
wounded men, brought some in himself
and organised the rescue of the others,
leading the party back to base through
enemy dominated terrain. Years later,
asked whether he was afraid, Payne
replied, "My God yes, yes, | was."

Payne's actions that night earned him
the vc. He was evacuated to Brisbane in
September suffering from an illness,
receiving a warm reception at the airport
before entering hospital. In January 1970
Payne was posted to the Royal Military
College Duntroon as an instructor.

Payne received his vc from the Queen
aboard the Royal Yacht, Britannia, in
Brisbane. He was made a Freeman of the
city and of the shire in which his
hometown was located. A park in
Stafford, Brisbane, where Payne lived was
also named after him. He received the

Distinguished Service Cross and the Silver
Star from the United States and the
Republic of Vietnam awarded Payne the
Cross of Gallantry with Bronze Star. He
retired from the army in 1975, but saw
further action as a captain with the Army
of the Sultan of Oman in the Dhofar War.

Payne returned to Australia and became
active in the veteran community,
particularly in counselling sufferers of
post-traumatic stress disorder. Payne and
his wife raised five sons and are now living
at Mackay in Queensland.

*RSL News would like to acknowledge
the sourcing of this information from
the Australian War Memorial.



